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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . S This communication is responsive to a response to restriction requirement filed on 2-23-2006 . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 16-45 . 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Gerald Smith on April 03, 2006 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Cancel claims 1-15 directed to a non-elected invention without prejudice. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The claimed 
apparatus for forming a shaped meat product from a meat component of given 
peripheral and volumetric shape is believed to be in condition for allowance. The 
claimed invention is directed to a female die assembly with an outward side and an 
inward side with one or more cavities having inwardly disposed peripheral wall portions 
and having slots defining said meat product shape with said peripheral wall portions. 
The first one of said slots being configured for receiving a meat cutting blade from said 
outward side. The second ones of said slots being configured for receiving a meat 
cutting blade at said inward side. A male die assembly with an outward side and an 
inward side, having slot defining said meat product shape. The third ones of said slots 
being configured for receiving a meat cutting blade from said outward side and 
corresponding with said second one of said slots. The forth ones of said slots being 
configured for receiving a meat cutting blade from said inward side and corresponding 
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with said first one of said slots. One or more dynamically actuable second blades move 
into cutting relationship with said meat component from said male die assembly outward 
side through said second and third ones of said slots. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas Price whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6892. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:30a.m. to 3:00p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on 571-272-6891 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Primary Examiner GAU: 3643 
April 03, 2006 
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